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Chamber Name: Leduc Number of members:  628

Telephone number: 780.986.5454 Email: info@leduc-chamber.com

Contributor: Stefanie Schulz Title: Executive Director

Website: www.leduc-chamber.com

Speed Networking

The Leduc Regional Chamber of Commerce hosts monthly 
luncheon meetings including a full program containing sponsor 
presentations, new member inductions, and a guest speaker. We 
attract between 100-300 guests for these events, depending on 
the topic.

While we have a lot of regular attendees, we realized that it is 
very difficult for new members or first time guests to become 
part of our business community. People who knew each other 
were most likely to sit together and to establish the perception of 
a “clique”. We also realize our luncheon format did not provide 
an opportunity to network and chat and to find more about each 

other and their business. To break this inner circle perception and to encourage networking, 
we began hosting a facilitated speed networking session, 30 minutes prior to our social 
networking.

These sessions can be pictured as simple as two rows of chairs set up opposite each other 
with occupants in one row moving a chair down after chatting and exchanging information and 
business cards for two minutes – they just move on to the next chair (and next person).

A different way to facilitate a speed networking event is a questionnaire handed out to each 
participant of the speed networking session, including questions you have to find answers to 
by talking to other members in the room. This is fun and encourages even newcomers to talk 
to as many people as possible.

We started these sessions 15 months ago and had 5 people in attendance at the first two and 
now have a regular crowd of 20-30 people, most of them new members or guests who will join 
us after because they feel welcome and see the benefit of networking.

Our luncheon schedule looks as follows:
11:00 am Speed Networking (facilitated by a board member who is also a business owner)
11:30 am Social Networking (Buffet is open)
12:00 pm Program Start
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Chamber Name: Edmonton Number of members:  2,356

Telephone number: 780.409.7795 Email: lmitchell@edmontonchamber.com

Contributor: Leala Mitchell Title: Membership Services Coordinator

Website: www.edmontonchamber.com

Speed Networking

This is the e-mail sent out:
These are the days of here and now, where lines of communication 

open in seconds rather than hours – or even longer – thanks to the 
modern pace in which we live.

And to compliment your busy schedule we have put a 
new twist on the way business people in Edmonton 

cannot connect. Put yourself in front of numerous 
potential employers, clients or business 

partners within one 90 minute session.

Speed networking – it’s fun, it’s convenient 
and it works!

For additional exposure, a display table will also 
be provided for company flyers and/or promotional 

material.

Generally evening event 5-7 p.m.  (includes a light snack 
& refreshments)

$20/member, $30/non-member


